
WE GATHER to be NURTURED
     Prelude                 “Here We Are to Worship” 

Praisin’ & Prayin’ Puppets             

     Ringing of the Bell
 Please sign registration sheets and pass to others in your pew.

§   Call to Worship                                             ~ Based on Psalm 85
L: People of God, the Lord is merciful!
C: God forgives our sin and pardons all our debts.
L: People of God, the Lord is good!
C: God restores us to the way of salvation.
L: People of God, the Lord is love!
C: God revives our spirit so that we may rejoice.
L: People of God, the Lord is faithful!
C: God speaks so that we may follow.
L: People of God, the Lord is righteous!
All: God’s glory fills this place.
        Let us worship the Lord our God!

§   Opening Hymn UMH #158        “Come, Christians, Join to Sing”

     Sharing of Joys and Concerns                       Rev. Calvin Culpepper
     Prayers of the People
 The Lord’s Prayer, UMH #895

WE ARE NURTURED by GOD’S WORD
     Psalter Reading UMH #771                                    Psalm 36:5-10

     Hymn FWS #2129                     “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”

     Children’s Message                                                    James L. Crow
            “You Can Be My Friend”                        Praisin’ & Prayin’ Puppets

     Hymn FWS #2026                                   “Halle, Halle, Halleluja”

§   Scripture Lesson - New Testament p. 93                          John 3:1-21                
 Leader:  This is the Good News of Our Lord Jesus Christ.
            People:  Glory to you, O Lord.

     Sermon      “Worshiping While We Walk  in the Wesleyan Way”
 New Birth & Assurance                               Rev. Calvin Culpepper

WE RESPOND to GOD’S WORD
     Response UMH # 363              “And Can It Be that I Should Gain”

Readers will recite verses 1, 2, and 3.
Then please join in singing verses 4 and 5.

     Offering Our Gifts and Our Selves
During the Offertory, everyone is invited to come forward

with your pledge card and/or offering.
Please place your pledge card in the miniature church

and your offering in the plate closest to you.
If you are unable to come forward, please hold up your hand

and an usher will take it forward for you.
 Offertory         “Upon My Living God”      ~ Dietrich Buxtehude

§   Doxology #94      “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

WE ARE SCATTERED to SERVE
§   Hymn of Sending Forth UMH #369              “Blessed Assurance”

§   Benediction                                              
As the Father has loved you, go now and love. As the Son has 
forgiven and redeemed you, go now, extending grace to all you 
meet. As the Spirit has transformed you into the likeness of the 
Son, go now, letting the life of Christ guide you each moment 
of the day. Go now, in love, with grace and in the light of Jesus. 
Amen.

       Postlude                                  “God Is Bigger Than the Boogie Man”      

      Consecration Potluck in the Dining Room

And Can It Be That I Should Gain
Words: Charles Wesley   Music: Thomas Campbell
     In Charles Wesley’s journal entry of May 23, 1738, he wrote, “At 
nine I began a hymn on my conversion but was persuaded to break off 
for fear of pride…I prayed Christ to stand by me and finish the hymn.” 
     Five questions are asked at the beginning of the hymn, which estab-
lish a feeling of urgency that moves unrelentingly throughout this piece. 
The text exclaims the mystery of God’s grace extended to sinners who 
turn to Christ in faith. These sinners receive the righteousness of Christ 
and can approach the Lord’s throne in confidence. He sang the hymn 
with his brother John shortly after John’s “Aldersgate experience.”
     Like so many of Charles Wesley’s hymn texts, “And Can It Be” is full 
of allusions to and quotations from Scripture. One of them, Acts 12:6-8, 
refers to Peter’s experience in prison when an angel appeared to him and 
told him to get up. Peter’s chains fell off and he followed the angel out 
of prison. Wesley also used several metaphors in this hymn, contrasting 
light and darkness, life and death, slavery and freedom, and especially 
Christ’s righteousness and our unrighteousness.

Parents -Please escort your children to the restrooms.
Thank you.

§ Denotes when to stand as you are able

We welcome you, member or visitor, as we join in wor-
shiping God this morning. We pray you will be blessed and 
invite you to return!

We are so blessed to stay in the downtown area for an-
other year and reach out to our neighbors. Because we 

realize how blessed we are, we are consecrating our gifts back to God 
today, and celebrating with a potluck lunch after worship. Bring a dish 
to share and join in the fun! Table service and beverages will be pro-
vided. If you need a pledge card, please let one of the ushers know. 
They have extras.

Get your blood pressure checked today in the Narthex before wor-
ship or in the Dining Room after worship.

IT’S NOT TOO LATE to learn how and why we started as Method-
ists and what we believe. Join us either in the parlor today at 11:30 a.m. 
or this Wednesday, October 28th, at 4:30 p.m., in the Dining Room. If 
you need a book, please call the church office.

Trunk or Treat is happening today in 2nd Con/1st Pres’ parking lot 
from 4 to 5:30 pm. Any youth who would like to participate can join us 
in decorating and handing out candy. Parents can pick up from Court 
Street at 5:30 pm. Costumes are optional.

Holy COW (Church On Wednesday)! on Oct. 28th!
4:00 - 5:30 p.m.
     • Rev. Rhoads’ class in the Library - Adults
4:30 - 5:30 p.m.
     • Rev. Wang leads “John Wesley: Holiness of Heart & Life” in the 
  Dining Room
5:30 - 6:00 p.m.
     • Dinner by Diane in the Dining Room for only $3.50/person
6:00 - 7:00 p.m.
     • Men’s Fellowship Group in the Parlor

All Saints’ Day will be celebrated next Sunday, Nov. 1st, during the 
10:00 a.m. worship service in the Sanctuary. We will be celebrating the 
lives of those who have gone on to live with our Lord since All Saints 
Day 2014. If you have a loved one you would like to include, please 
call the church office with their name and date of rising to new life. 
They do not have to be a member to be included in this remembrance. 

Invite your friends and neighbors to our Hallelujah Harvest on Fri-
day, October 30th, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in the church dining 
room. After eating chili and hot dogs, we will play the Spiderweb game, 
be entertained by John Meyers, the magician, and do lots more, all for 
only a free-will donation. You can even wear costumes if you want! 
Come for a great time of food, fun, and fellowship.

Scrip is back! Cards from the 25 “top selling” businesses are now avail-
able on a Cash & Carry basis. If what you want is not one of the Cash 
& Carry cards, you can still order from the more complete order form, 
and your cards will be available in one-to-three weeks. Payment is re-
quested at the time of ordering. Purchasing cards or ordering can be 
done before or after the 10:00 service.

Altar Flowers are given...
...in loving memory of Katherine Frawert by Paul Frawert.

...in honor of our 17th wedding anniversary
by Del & Charlene Monroe.

Flu shots will be available on Sunday, Nov. 1st, immediately after 
worship, at the east end of the Narthex. Bring your Medicare and/or 
insurance cards and prepare for a healthy winter. Cash and checks are 
accepted if you need to pay for the shot.



If you do not wish to keep any part or all of your bulletin
at the the end of service, please give it back to an usher

and we will recycle it.
Thank you for helping our environment!

ORDER OF WORSHIP
10:00 WORSHIP SERVICE

Welcome to Court Street United Methodist Church

We are a people called United Methodists.
Open Hearts       Open Minds       Open Doors

The mission of Court Street United Methodist Church
is to be a welcoming, nurturing, and serving community of Christ.

22nd Sunday after Pentecost/Consecration Sunday
October 25, 2015

MINISTRY STAFF AT COURT STREET
 The Congregation  Ministers
 Calvin Culpepper  Pastor
  cculpepper@courtstreetumc.org
 Miriam Castro-Rodriguez Deacon
 Ryanne Ludington Interim Christian Education Director
  RyanneLudington@courtstreetumc.org
 James L. Crow  Director of Arts Ministries
  JamesCrow@courtstreetumc.org
 Teresa Field   Parish Nurse
  TeresaField@courtstreetumc.org
 James Marck               Director of Music
  JamesMarck@courtstreetumc.org
            Diane Lutmer   Nursery
 Verlette Gorman  Church Co-Administrator
  ChurchAdmin1@courtstreetumc.org
 Lorelle Wandell  Church Co-Administrator
  LorelleWandell@courtstreetumc.org
 Derek Coffman  Maintenance Engineer
  Maintenance@courtstreetumc.org
 Odis Black & Sean Smith Custodians

Communion Special offering - The Local Mission Committee will 
report what they do with your monthly contributions in The Chimes. 
Your contributions the 1st Sunday of every month at Communion will 
be greatly appreciated to further our local outreach.

Court Street United Methodist Church
215 North Court Street                                                         Rockford, IL  61103
Church Office: (815) 962-6061                    Church Fax: (815) 962-9754

www.courtstreetumc.org

WELCOME!                 October 25, 2015
We’re glad you’re worshiping with us this morning! Please fill out this card 
if you are a visitor to our church or if you have changed your address or 
phone number. Place completed card in the offering plate as it is passed.

I’m a visitor.

Please note my address change.

Name (s):  Mr./Mrs./Miss/Ms.
________________________________________________

How did you hear about Court Street? _________________

Children:
Name______________________age_______grade______
Name______________________age_______grade______
Name______________________age_______grade______

Street___________________________________________
City_______________________State______Zip_________
Phone (h)_________________ (w)____________________
E-mail___________________________________________

TODAY’S WORSHIP
Greeters:  DuWayne & Nancy Stanis                                      Liturgist:  Randiann King
Ushers:   The Stanis Team                                Sound Tech:   Brian King
Video Tech:  Steve Ripley                         Van Driver:  Dan Boon

Court St. United Methodist Church at Work This Week
Sunday  22nd Sunday after Pentecost/Consecration Sunday
10/25            9:00 am     Lamplighters in Room 209
                     9:00           Sunday School in Room 104/Nursery
                     9:15           Blood Pressure Check in the Narthex
                   10:00           Worship in the Sanctuary
                   11:15           Consecration Potluck in the Dining Room
                   11:15           Blood Pressure Check in the Dining Room
                   11:15           Children’s Choir in Choir Room
                   11:30           John Wesley Study in the Parlor
                     1:00 pm    Praisin’ & Prayin’ Puppets
                     1:00           Youth Homework 2nd Floor Computer Lab
                     2:00           Dowel Rod Ministry in the Youth Center
                     3:00           Youth Group in the Youth Lounge
                     4:00           Trunk or Treat @ 2nd Con/1st Pres
Mon 10/26   9:00 am     MAYA’s House in Rooms 102 & 103
Tue 10/27     9:00 am     MAYA’s House in Rooms 102 & 103
                     9:00           Quilters in Room 206
                     9:00           History & Archives in Room 201
                     9:00           “Ugly Bag” Ladies in Room 205
                   10:30           Staff Meeting in Staff Conference Room
                   11:00           Adult Computers in Computer Lab, 2nd Floor
                     5:30 pm     Council Choraleers in the Chapel
                     6:00           JuBellation Rehearsal in the Choir Room
                     6:15           Knitting Group @ 4250 Ahlstrand Dr.
                     7:00           Chancel Choir in the Sanctuary
                     7:00           Grace Awakening in Room 202 & 209
Wed 10/28   9:00 am     MAYA’s House in Rooms 102 & 103
                     9:30           Early Head Start in Room 100
                     4:00 pm    Holy COW! -- SEE ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thu 10/29    9:00 am     MAYA’s House in Rooms 102 & 103
                     9:30           Early Head Start in Room 100
                     2:30 pm     Early Head Start in Room 100
                     6:00           Taizé Ensemble in the Chapel
Fri 10/30      9:00 am     MAYA’s House in Rooms 102 & 103
                   10:00           Early Head Start in Room 100
                   10:00           Image Class in the Library
                     1:30 pm     Early Head Start in Room 100
                     5:30           Hallelujah Harvest in the Dining Room & Youth Ctr
Sat 10/31     HAPPY HALLOWEEN! - Turn clock back 1 hour before bed
Sunday  23rd Sunday after Pentecost/All Saints’ Day
11/01            9:00 am     Lamplighters in Room 209
                     9:00           Sunday School in Room 104/Nursery
                   10:00           Worship in the Sanctuary
                   11:15           Fellowship Time in the Narthex
                   11:15           Flu Shots in the East end of Narthex
                   11:15           Children’s Choir in Choir Room
                   11:30           John Wesley Study in the Parlor
                     1:00 pm    Praisin’ & Prayin’ Puppets
                     1:00           Youth Homework 2nd Floor Computer Lab
                     2:00           Dowel Rod Ministry in the Youth Center
                     3:00           Youth Group in the Youth Lounge

Worshiping
             While
                        We
                       Walk...

...in the Wesleyan Way


